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St. Mary's-by-the-Seci




Memorial SHerbice

JOHN CINCINNATUS WILSON, JR.
(February 28, 1913 - July 27, 1986)

St. Mary's by the Sea
Saturday, August 2, 1986

4:00 P.M.
CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYERS Rev. Dr. Robert A. Potter
*HYMN "Holy, Holy, Holy" (all 4 verses)
OLD TESTAMENT READINGS: Psalm 23, Psalm 721
*HYMN "Owward, Christian Soldiens" (vernses 1,2 & 5)
NEW TESTAMENT READINGS: John 14, Romans &
*HYMN "Eternal Fathern, Strong to Save" (all 4 vernses)
MEMORIAL MESSAGE Attorney John D. Garrison
PRAYERS
BENEDICTION

*FENWICK HYMN

*Congrégation Standing

+ + +

Following the service, all are invited to a reception
at the family residence here at Fenwick.

- + +

. (cover photo by Richard Sharp)
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' Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult cease,
And give, for wild confusion, peace:

O hear us when we cry to thu'
For those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and power, -,
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go:

Thus evermore shall rise to thee

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

i

Ferwick Huymn - to Londonderry Adr

Blue sparkling Sound our childish eyes first knowing;
Creen meadows brightly decked with summer flowers;
Long river from your distant fountains flowing,
Through leagues of fertile fields and sunlit bowers.
Westward the coast curves to a far horizon;

Fastward the lights' tall sentries guard the main,
The distant bell in warning exhortation

Brings memories sweeter for their touch of pain.

Here at the valley's end our fathers halted,

Pitched their encampment 'neath these friendly skies;
Hard by those stomes, white bleached and thickly salted,
The little settlement they founded lies.

And scarce completed each his habitation,

When by a common plan they reared this fane,

The peace of that beloved generation

Descends to bless their children here again.

Outside this portal leave we every sadness,
Setting our praise to some familiar air,

Here where they gathered let us kneel in gladness;
Unworthy, we their dauntless faith shall share.
And here uplifted hearts find consolation,
Perceiving, what no reason may explore,

A mystery beyond our contemplation,

The presence of those dear saints gone before.

Charles A. Goodwin, 1944

(Finst sung August 20th, 1944, at dedication of
chain and kneeling desk in Memory of Francis
and Mary Gooduwdn.)



A Fenwich Prayer

Our Father, known to us in many ways and days,
In this prized place by-the-sea,
We would acknowledge our need for thee—
in the dark of night,
in the fog and storm.
Like the ships welcoming guidance by the old Lights,
to the deep channels of the River,
We seek thy direction.
Anchor us here by thy steady holding power.

- We give thee our thanks, O God, Creator and Comforter:
for this well-loved peninsula,
for its ceaseless beauty,
for the incredible bounty of shell and sand,
driftwood and flower,
meadow and marsh,
for the changing moods of the day’s weather,
for the rain on the roof,
for the sunsets above the cove,
for the vision of those clear days,
for the assurance of thy order in the tides and time,
for the lessons learned at the tee, the pier and the courts,
for all our play enhanced by heart, our home and happiness,
for the strengthening quiet of a long walk,
for memories hallowed here by the years,
for our young Fenwickians, their delight in being here,
their joy and laughter, _
their promise to each and to all of us.

O God, we give thee our thanks for such bounty—beyond our beholding.
Do Thou, we humbly pray, grant us a perspective on this place,
Enabling the quality of our surrounding

To be reflected in the quality of our living. Amen.

Robert A. Potter
August 1973

— P
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A SERVICE OF

j WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION

FOR THE LIFE OF

MARION HOUGHTON HEPBURN GRANT

April 24, 1918 - August 1, 1986

"LISTEN TO THE SONG OF LIFE"
- Charles Dudley Warner

[ "This is the true joy of life: the being used for a
P purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one; the
being thoroughly worn out before you are thrown on the

e scrap heap; the being a force of Nature instead of a |

- selfish 1ittle clod of ailments and grievances

complaining that the world will not devote itself to :

making you happy." '
- George Bernard Shaw |

St. Mary's By-the-Sea
Fenwick
01d Saybrook, Connecticut
August 10, 1986




PRELUDE
The Fenwick Hymn

CALL TO WORSHIP
INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

*HYMN #495 Dennis

"Blest Be the Tie That Binds"

CALL TO CONFESSION Dr. Kidd

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred
and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We
have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against thy
holy laws. We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done, and we have done
those things which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare thou
those, 0 God, who confess their faults. Restore
thou those who are penitent, according to thy
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus
our Lord. And grant, 0 most merciful Father, for
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy
holy name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

Ecclesiastes 3 (Selections)
Read by Katharine Houghton Grant
and Schuyler Grant
Proverbs 31 (Selections)
Read by John Barnard Grant
Deuteronomy 5:1-21
Esther (Selections)

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

Luke 18:1-8
John 14:1-4

*HYMN #289 St. Anne
"0 God, Our Help in Ages Past"

MEDITATION Dr. Kidd
"She Never Said Good-Bye"

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

*HYMN #172 Merrial
"Now the Day Is Over" :

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
* Congregation stands

+ + 4+ + o+

The quotation by Charles Dudley Warner on the front
of the bulletin was over the mantel in the home of
Marion Houghton Hepburn Grant's parents.

The words of George Bernard Shaw were submitted by
Marion Houghton Hepburn Grant for publication in the
1982 AHCC Lenten Meditation booklet. She prefaced
this quotation with the following words:

"Because our mother kept the following statement
by George Bernard Shaw on her dressing table,
the children in our family read it many, many
times---and it made a deep impression on all of
ey

Minister: The Rev. Dr. James L. Kidd
Organist: Harry Robinson
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St. Mary's - by - the Sea
Fenwick,
Old Saybrook, CT

October, 1994

Dear Friends of St. Mary's:

St. Mary's 1s now over 100 years old and we felt it was time to take a look at the building to make
sure it will still be in good condition 100 years from now.

In mid-September a contractor was hired to repair 12 piers. He has identified a few more that
should be repaired in the near future. A heavier gauge lattice has been installed eliminating the need
for wire to keep out the golf balls.

We have had a very generous donation, from two Fenwick residents to re-shingle the roof on the
west side, with stronger shingles. At the same time, we are hoping to re-shingle the damaged
walls on the west side.

Our stained glass window has been evaluated and has been found to be in good condition.
However, we have had some leaking through the caning. Since that part of the building is now
level we are having an expert in stained glass windows reseal the window from the exterior and
install permanent plastic protection.

Our future plans involve repairing or replacing the Connecticut flag: bringing in an expert to
evaluate the condition of our interior wood; painting the exterior; and planting new bushes to help

protect the west side from golf balls.

Thanks to many strong supporters of St. Mary's, especially at the time of the chapels 100th
birthday in 1987, we have a small reserve. We feel this meney should be left intact. At this time

we are asking for donations from the community to accomplish these projects. St. Mary's is a focal
point of Fenwick whether one attends services or not.

St. Mary's is a building rich with history. In the spriig we hope to have a speaker talk to us about
the historical and architectural significance of the chapel.

Please feel free to contact any of us if you have any questions. We have enclosed a return
envelope for your convenience. All donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

Sincerely yours,

Sasats e N

Sallie Boody, Trustee Ethel Davis, Trusiee Julia Parsons, Trustee
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Church atmosphere belies borough’s reputation for aloofness

By ALTX BIEL
Courant Staff Writer

OLD SAYBROOK — Privacy and
constancy are watchwords in the
posh borough of Fenwick, where
residents play golf and tennis and
swim off the sloping shores as they
have since their biue-biooded an-
cestors founded the summer colony
more than a century ago.

But at church, the sanctity of tra-
dition and the legendary aloofness
of Fenwickians both disappear.

At St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea, an un-
assuming chapel west of the first
green of the Fenwick Golf course,
guest preachers take turns on the
pulpit each week. A welcoming
warmth emanates from the pews,
they said.

“There’s a wonderful sense of

family there,’”” said Joshua L.
Crowell, pastor at the First Congre-
gational Church in Essex, who has
led a summer service for at least the
past 10 years.

“It’s sort of like an adjunct of my
congregation,” he said. “I feel at
home there.”

Crowell is “‘a real favorite of peo-
ple in the borough,” said Sallie P.
Boody, one of three chapel trustees
with her sister, Julie Parsons, and
her cousin, Ethel Davis.

St. Mary’s opened in the 1880s
after worshipers outgrew a local
family’s living room, where they
had congregated because the horse
and carriage trip to Old Saybrook’s
churches was toa far.

The homey chapel on Agawan
Avenue is as much a part of Boody’s

heritage as summers on the scenic
peninsula. -

Her grandfather, J.H.K. Davis,
known as “the Pope of Fenwick,”
first started inviting guest preach-
ers. Boody’s mother, Martha Soper,
inherited the job, then passed it on
to her daughters, who invite minis-
ters of various denominations to
lead the prayers.

As children, Boody and Parsons
were responsible for posting a sign
out front just before Sunday
services, advising golfers to steer
clear of the chapel for the duration
of the 40-minute service. Over the
years, the building has taken its
hits: scuff marks dot the sides and
roof, and Boody’s husband, Robert,
sometimes has to play the organ
extra loud to drown out the balls.

“The golf balls striking the side,
it's down home,” said Croweil.

K. Dexter Cheney, pastor at All
Saints’ Episcopal Church in the
Ivoryton section of Essex, who led
his first service at St. Mary’s last
weekend, said the golf balls were
“totally amusing” and part of an
“absolutely delightful” morning in
the borough.

Cheney said the 48 people who
turned out for last Sunday’s service
were ‘‘very responsive ... relaxed
and attentive.” He said he was “very
warmly received” by the Fenwick-
ians, who have a reputation for
standoifishness.

Peter B. Grandy, senior associate
minister at the Asylum Hill Congre-
gational Church in Hartford, also

finds the Fenwick congregation a
welcoming one. Grandy knows
many worshipers whe attend his
church in the winter and has be-
come acquainted with others in his
four years preaching at St. Mary’s.

“They’re very friendly. They ap-
preciate you coming down,” he
said. “They make it very easy.”

Services at St. Mary’s are no dif-
ferent than services at any other
area church — except for the Fen-
wick hymn written in 1944 and sung
at the first and last service of each
summer.

“There are few dry eyes when we
sing it at the end of the summer,”
Boody said.

Services at St. Mary's beginat 11 a.m.
every Sunday except Aug. 14. The public
is welcome.
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Church Carvings Done
By Lebanon Craftsman

By CLIFF KNIGHT

LEBANON, July 6—It was one)!
of those extremely hot, humid
afternoons that we went to wvisit
Gottlieb Laibradt on Village Hill
Road. It's a pleasant farm home,
with its rolling acres siretching
in the rear as far as the eye
could see.

For at one time Laibradt op-
erated it as a dairy farm. But|
now his son John, with the lat-
est in farm equipment carmes'
on and Liebradt is taking a well- |
earned rest from what we found
was a busy, eventful life.

Laibradt is the man who did
all that marvelous interior wood-
work for the restoration of Leb-
anon Congregational Church. He
also designed and helped build

the Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer which is located across
the road from his home and on
the site of where the Village Hill
School once stood,

Born In Russia

Cottlieb Laibradt was born in
the Ukraine (Little » Russia)
which has always been distinct
from Great Russia, to the north.
And it was in this counfry by
the Black Sea that he started,
at the age of 18, to learn the

carpentry and  woodworking
irade. He ecame to the United|
‘States in 1913. At Camibridge,
Mass., he found employment]|
with a woodworking company |
that made store fixtures. He was’
paid 50 cents a day and out of
this came board, and room and
clothes. He worked for this very
moderate wage, urtil finally they
raised his pay to $15 a week. |
Comes to Lebanon

In 1919, he left the Bay State
and came to Lebanon where he
brought a 100 - acre farm. He,
decided .fo be a dairy farmer|
and put away the tools of his!
trade, as he thought, forever.

Then came the hurricane that
devasted Connecticut in 1938.
Gottlieb was called upon to help
with rebuilding. He built chim-
neys, houses and barns. Then he
built the Lutheran Church that
was dedicated in 1944.

Townsfelk who knew of Gott-
liehb’s skill called on him to do
the interior weodwork on the
Lebanon Church which had been
practically demolished by the,
hurricane wuntil nothing was left
intact but the facade. The church
had been built originally in 1807
and was designed by the famous
Revolutionary - architeet  and
painter, Col. John Trumbull, a
student of Christopher Wren.

Restoration plans were provid-
.ed by the late Frederick Kelly,
of New Haven who won a great
name foy his resforation and-de-
sign of Colonial buildings. With
bits of moldings that were re-
covered from the wreckage of
the vchurch, Goftlieb started
work. He set up his machines

in the church and for four years
he toiled, with many discourag-
ing moments when there was
so little to follow in the way of
Colonial design. The egg and
dot cornice is a very important

feature of the interior design. He |

made, by hand, 8,000 diamond
designs for around the windows,
- Following ' the dedication cere-
monies at the church in 1950,
Gottlieh again hung up his tools
and prepared to spend a quiet
‘slippered life hy the fireside. But
they just wouldn't let the skilled
hands stay idle. From Fishers
'Island came a man who operated
amusement rides. It seems some
of the wooden animals needed
restormg So he went to work
again carving, with the peculiar
long keen Imive's that he has
equipped with long slender curv-
ing handles.

By the way, we found he made
the knives’ keen biades himself,
using files, hecause the steel in
files is usually so good. He used
ash for the handles, and a bhit
of copper tubing to join the
blade with the handle.

When we arrived at his house,
he was enjoying a TV program.
He took us to his shop, where
tools hang in orderly array.

He fingered them with loving
care. But, with a sad smile he
turned away.

“No more will I use them.”

We wonder.,

3

GRANDPA’S SURE A WIZ: Charles Bender,
admiringly as Gottlieb Laibradt shows hig grandson some of
the intricate tools he used to carye ornamental woodwork.
Charles has three brothers, Kurt. James and Ronald. As yet,
he hasn’t indicated whether he will try to follow in Grandpa’s
footsteps. Liebradt, an ingenious man, makes some of his own

‘tools. Among t_hem is ‘'a power saw. Occasionally, he widens

his field of activities, like the time he made a reproduction of
a Grandfathers Clock (Cliff Knight Photo). |
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